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at the cost of so many toils and dangers, while other more
profitable and attractive courses were open, cannot be
reconciled with design or pattern in any form. Sunderland
was during the reigns of Charles and James, in the aspect
of a competent official, one of those dangerous beings who,
with many gifts of mind, have no principle of action; who
do not care what is done, so long as they are in the centre of
it; to whom bustle, excitement, intrigue, are the breath of
life; and whose dance from one delirium to another seems
almost necessary to their sanity. The alarming experiences
of 1688 and the advance of old age broke his nerve ; and we
shall see him under King William a discreet, timid, wise
counsellor, wondering with all the world how he could have
escaped so well the consequences of his violent days.
All this impending struggle, so ominous for our island
people, so decisive upon their destiny, was, as the last chapter
has shown, one factor, but a vital factor, in the world war
now about to begin. Across the sea, watching with strained
vigilance the assembling armies of France, lay William of
Orange with the troops and fleet of Holland, England, in
her griefs and rages, was the decisive piece on the Conti-
nental board. Profoundly Protestant, vehemently anti-
French, was she, with all her resources, to be cast upon the
side of Gallican intolerance and French aggrandisement?
Was she so to be committed, probably with fatal effect,
against the whole instinct and interest of her people by the
perverse obstinacy of a single man ? Protestant Europe and
Protestant England alike looked to William, as the champion
of freedom against the many-sided tyrannies of Louis, to
break the accursed spell, William accepted the dangerous
duty. In the terse words of Halifax, "he took England
on the way to France."
Before the Prince of Orange could invade England he had
not only to prepare and assemble his troops and ships, but to
obtain freedom to use them for such a purpose. At a moment
when the whole of the French Army was massed and ready
for immediate advance, it was not easy to persuade the
threatened princes of Germany or the anxious burghers of
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